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Dear Members,


I hope everyone had a great summer and an easy transition back into school.  I am excited about being President of Four Beats For Pleasure and look forward to working with the members and promoting the wonderful sound horse.  I am thrilled that we are affiliating with the National Walking Horse Association.  The sound horse is the future of our breed and are truly CHAMPIONS.  Our show committee is already making plans for our shows, the banquet is planned and youth activities in the works.  If you would like to help with any aspect of our club please call me at (910) 531-3977.





Susan Hester, President





-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


New Officers Elected





The September membership meeting was held at ELBE Farm in Clayton on the 7th.  New officers for the 2002-2003 year are:





Susan Hester – President


Wendy Lambert – Vice President


Secretary – Shannon Hilton


Treasurer – Betty Mitchell





Committee & Program Chairs:


Membership – DeDe Marshall


Show Secretary – Debbie Nuding


4-H – Debbie Nuding & Becky Parsons


Newsletter – Debbie Nuding


Webmaster – Debbie Nuding


Flag Team – Lila Corey


Nationals Fund Raisers – Kim Tyndall


Scholarship – Kit & Judy Tingley


Youth Scholarship – DeDe Marshall


























Four Beats for Pleasure Mission Statement


The purpose of Four Beats for Pleasure is to promote to the general public the joys of horse ownership in general and the smooth-gaited horse in particular.  Four Beats for Pleasure exists to provide a forum for smooth-gaited horse enthusiast to meet and exchange their views, to provide educational opportunities for members and the public, and to facilitate events for smooth-gaited horses to be exhibited.  Four Beats for Pleasure is designed primarily as a marketing and promotional organization for the Tennessee Walking Horse.  Four Beats for Pleasure is open to easy-gaited horse enthusiasts as a whole, without bias.  Breeds represented include, but not limited to, Tennessee Walking Horses Missouri Fox Trotters, Rocky Mountain Horses, Spotted Saddle Horses, Racking Horses, Paso Fino, and others.  In all instances, Four Beats for Pleasure recognizes the Registry representative for each breed, and encourages its members and the public to abide by the rules of those breed registries.





Visit our World Wide Web site at: � HYPERLINK http://www.homestead.com/4beats ��www.homestead.com/4beats�


Farm News








2003 Firecracker Jubilee





The affiliation vote was counted at the September meeting. The Firecracker Jubilee will be affiliated with NWHA.   The date for next year’s show is July 4-5 at the Eastern Ag Center in Williamston.  Holiday Inn hotel rooms have already be reserved for the occasion.  Please mark your calendar’s now to join in the fun.


A show committee meeting will be held on November 16.  Place to be determined.  If you are interested in working on the show committee or would like to be the next show chairman, please contact Susan Hester.  We have lots of ideas already to make this show better than the last and are looking for more.
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Saddle Racks for SALE





The 4 Beats 4-H club has more saddle racks for sale.  If you are interested in purchasing a saddle rack, please contact Becky Parsons at 556-7243 or Debbie Nuding at 269-2132.  The purchase price of a saddle rack is $50 (unfinished) or $65 (finished).  These would make wonderful Christmas gifts.  











For Sale


For Sale:  Circle Y Show Saddle Set, includes 15" western saddle, double ear headstall, reins, girth, and breast collar.  Bought in 2000 used very lightly--no more than 6 shows.  Ultra-lite Circle Y color, complete with floral hand-tooling and a tasteful amount of silver.  Kept in saddle and bridle bags, so it has stayed close to its original color.  Originally paid about $1300 will sell for $1000 OBO.  Contact Danielle McLaurin, 919-603-3770, if interested; pictures available via e-mail at ride2endure@hotmail.com.





For Sale: $500...20" cut-back, Fieldcrest, dark brown saddle with suede seat, includes leathers and Flex stirrups.  It is in show room condition.


  910-652-2153 or scmarshall@etinternet.net  DeDe Marshall





For Sale :Paso Fino Gelding, 14.2 hands, 5yrs. old. (April 10th) Excellent conformation, smooth gaited, high spirited, sweet disposition. Rose gray/bay-should gray out completely. Show or trail. This is a very nice little guy, just needs more saddle time than what I can provide! $4,000 OBO.  E-mail info@nchorsenews.com or call 919-557-6907 You can see photos of him at www.nchorsenews.com in the horses for sale classifieds.





Horse Trailer for Sale:  2H gooseneck, ramp, escape doors, DR, 7'tall, $3500 neg. 919-556-1029





For Sale:   TWH "Bum's Bossy Baby”. 4yr. Chestnut, flaxen mane and tail, 2 white socks, trained for field trials, shown over last 2 years, 15.2 hands, trail rides, even temperament, ridden most recently by 13 year old. Used for lessons occasionally.  $4000 Call Art 919-562-1515 or 919-604-1515








AT STUD:


Gen's Sir Charles:  2001 TWHBEA Supreme Versatility Champion, 2000 NWHA Gold Showcase Award recipient.  Black stallion directly by Prides Generator out of a Pusher daughter.  Charlie has the personality, conformation and natural ability to produce excellent foals.  Call to request a video or come meet him in person!  Live foal guarantee.  Live cover or shipped semen available.  Contact George or Betty Rugman at Sunset Acres in Camden, SC  (803) 713-3463 or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:scwalker@infoave.net" ��scwalker@infoave.net�





"Pushin The Champagne"- stunning amber champagne tobiano TWHBEA/SSHBEA/NSSHA/CHA at stud. $350 Introductory Fee. Go Boy's Gold Insignia X direct Pusher daughter. Gait, color, personality, looks and pedigree! Colorful weanlings and broodmares for sale. Golden Gaits Farm at Elizabethtown Veterinary Hospital. (910)862-3000  � HYPERLINK "http://members.aol.com/gtdhorse/index.htm" ��http://members.aol.com/gtdhorse/index.htm� 





MEMBERS: If you are placing ads in the newsletter, please let me know when the ads expire.  You can contact me at (919) 269-2132 or by email at debbie.nuding@its.ncmail.net.











CALENDAR OF EVENTS





September 19-21  NWHA National Show, Lexington, VA





October 12   Harvest Jubilee, Pilot Lions Park Arena





October 26 – PPWHANC Fun Show, Youngsville


------------------------------------------------------------------------------


If anyone knows of other dates and events that would be of interest to club members, please contact Debbie Nuding at (919) 269-2132 or 981-5312 to include them in the newsletter.  You can email information to �HYPERLINK "mailto:debbie.nuding@its.ncmail.net"��debbie.nuding@its.ncmail.net�





�








Debbie Nuding


5256 Pearces Road


Zebulon, NC  27597





ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED


























�





Harvest Jubilee (aka Fall Fun Show)





You will find information in this newsletter on our fall fun show now renamed to Harvest Jubilee.  The show date is October 12 and will be located in Pilot at the Pilot Lions Park Arena.  This year there will actually be some FUN events.  We are also taking this opportunity to encourage new members to join.  Please help our membership drive be successful by encouraging new members with gaited breeds to join.   If you have any questions, please call DeDe Marshall, our new membership chairperson. We hope you all can join us at the Harvest Jubilee for a fall day of FUN.








My Favorite Experience with a Tennessee Walking Horse---by Corey Erba


 


My favorite experience with a Tennessee Walking Horse was also my first. His name was The Razz Man. He was nothing but a muddy, scraggly, so--thin--his--body--hid--behind--his--head piece of work, but he had a twinkle in his eye. This three--year--old stallion looked about ten times his age and had been out in a pasture in Tennessee for most of his life. Despite all these "fear--factors," John Callicut slapped a saddle on his back, and with the utmost assurance, sent us off on our very first ride. I had ridden a Walking Horse only a few times prior to this excursion, much less a three--year--old stud, so needless to say, I was a bit nervous. To my surprise, this wild stallion took care of me. I was amazed at the calm and sweet disposition that this horse showed me at his young age. You see, eight years of my life were spent riding hunter--jumper and dressage; this was only the beginning of my journey into the brand new world of Tennessee Walking Horses. 


Well, The Razz Man, or Tony as he was affectionately called, and I embarked on our expedition eager and willing, but very new to the scene. He was a newly gelded, gangly three--year--old, and I was a bit naive, but excited first--time horse owner. With my trotting horse background I hadn't the slightest sense of direction in this unexplored territory.  Thankfully, I wouldn't feel so lost for long. 


As Tony and I began to form the bond that is now so strong between us, we also discovered new friendships all around. As I have mentioned before, I was not the most knowledgeable when it came to Walking Horses. The patience, help, and encouragement we received from so many wonderful people at our barn meant so much, and without it, Tony would still be a pacy little string bean with one clueless rider. 


We took our weekly riding lessons where I learned about the distinct gait belonging only to this wonderful breed, and Tony learned exactly how to perform it. As the summer wore on, we began taking more and more trail rides in addition to our scheduled lessons. Riding into the woods, up the hills, down the roads and through the creeks, I felt on top of the world sitting tall on my faithful Razz Man. Someone once said, "Nothing is as sacred as the bond between a horse and rider." After my experience with The Razz Man, I cannot help but agree wholeheartedly with this anonymous genius. Though our friendship began on the trail, which we both loved, I was anxious to get Tony into the show ring. When I heard about the Youth Versatility Program, I knew it was for us. 


I was a little unsure of how Tony would react to the new environment, the noisy crowds, and everything else that goes along with a horse show, but we attended our first one. I should have known he would love it all. The attention, the excitement, the pure joy; this rough-around- the-edges trail mount was now also a show horse! The Razz Man was a natural, and we spent the winter perfecting those heavenly gaits; the flat - walk, running-walk, and canter. Taking out a few wheelbarrows and the occasional person, we even learned to neck -rein.   Even though this work was difficult, and at times frustrating, it was really my escape from life for a few hours each day. Heading down to the barn and finding Tony's unique and expressive personality there to greet me was the perfect pick -up for even the worst day. That next summer emerged a new horse and rider. Finally hips and ribs were no longer visible. That discombobulated, dull little gelding was now a flashy, gaited, show horse. 


We have been successfully showing now for two years and are currently enrolled in the Youth Versatility Program gaining valuable knowledge and experience, as well as having an awesome time collecting our points.





Youth Recognized in Tennessee





Several of our youth members were honored by the TWHBEA and some of them made the trip to Tennessee to be recognized for their outstanding accomplishments using their TWH’s.  Alaina Parsons, Katie Wilson and Nicole Robinson received their Youth Superior Versatility Champion Awards, Jordan Boyette received his award in the drawing competition, Corey Erba received her award for a wonderful essay and Amanda King was one of the recipients of the college scholarship.  It has been an amazing year for these talented youth and they have worked very hard for these awards.  Be sure to offer congratulations the next time you see them











How To Reach your Executive Board:


-President-Susan Hester, � HYPERLINK "mailto:walkingspots@msn.com" ��walkingspots@msn.com� or 910 531-3977


-Vice President-Wendy Lambert , � HYPERLINK "mailto:wndylmb@hotmail.com" ��wndylmb@hotmail.com� 


-Secretary-Shannon Hilton, � HYPERLINK "mailto:smhilton@unity.ncsu.edu" ��smhilton@unity.ncsu.edu�, 512-0844 or 772-6950


-Treasurer-Betty Mitchell (919) 553-7948


-Newsletter/WebEditor-Debbie Nuding (919) 269-2132 or work (919) 981-5312 (�HYPERLINK "mailto:Debbie.Nuding@its.ncmail.net"��Debbie.Nuding@its.ncmail.net�)


-Membership- DeDe Marshall (�HYPERLINK "mailto:scmarshall@etinternet.net"��scmarshall@etinternet.net�


-Youth Education Fund- DeDe Marshall 


-Youth Director-Kim Tyndall-556-0697 (� HYPERLINK "mailto:kktyndall@cs.com" ��kktyndall@cs.com�)


-College Scholarship Chairman-Kit & Judy Tingley


 -Flag Team-Lila Corey (919) 556-0161 or 556-8644


-Fire Cracker Show Committee-





REMINDER:  Save those Proofs of Purchase:





Please save and bring to our meeting your Southern States Proof of Purchase seals so that we can turn them in for the Youth Equine Education Fund.  This is an easy money maker to support such a great program.  Or, send them to DeDe Marshall at 240 Loblolly Lane, Ellerbe, NC  28338.  Your support is appreciated.





�








Read about Corey and The Razz Man’s beginnings in her award winning essay.





























4-H News





The heat was on in Memphis, Tennessee, the week of July 31-August 5, and it didn't just come from the soaring temperatures!  Hundreds of 4-Hers from all over the south east gathered for the Southern Regionals 4-H Horse Championships to compete in a variety of riding,  


judging, and knowledge events.  Four Beats members Alaina Parsons and Danielle McLaurin competed for North Carolina in Horse Bowl and Hippology and helped North Carolina bring home winning teams in both  contests.  In horse bowl, the NC "A" team, that included both Alaina and Danielle, had top honors, with Alaina capturing the High Overall Individual title.  Also in horse bowl, the NC "B" team captured the fourth place award.  In hippology, the NC "A" team came in first, with the NC "B" team, including Alaina and Danielle, claiming reserve champion overall team.  Individually, both girls claimed numerous awards:      


Alaina was high individual written exam, 2nd individual stations and ID's, and 3rd overall individual.  Danielle was 3rd individual written exam, 1st individual stations and ID's, and High Overall Individual.  The NC "B" team also claimed 2nd team written exam, 1st team stations, and 2nd team overall.  Wish these teams luck as they travel onto compete at the All-American Quarter Horse Congress in October and the Eastern National 4-H Horse Round-Up in November!  


4-Her Abby Hayes and her horse, Tonight at Midnight, also made the trip to Memphis to participate in the Southern Regional horse competition in the non-trotting division.  Abby and Midnight captured the blue in the Model Geldings class.  





Congratulations to all Four Beats for Pleasure 4-Her's who made the trip and came home winners!





Other 4-H News:


We understand that Renee Coghill is also starting up a new 4-H group in her area.  We wish Renee and her group much success and hope to work with them in the future.











�





























CMN Donation





Thanks to all of the members, exhibitors and sponsors of the Firecracker Jubilee and the Children’s Miracle Network Shows, we were able to donate $750 to the Children’s Miracle Network.








I would like to thank everyone on the board this year who worked so hard to keep our club on track.  I would also like to thank the show committee who worked long and diligently to make our show such a success.  





Please note for those who did not attend our meeting:  New bylaws voted in are:  There will no longer be a July Meeting, affiliation and other matters ie. bylaw changes etc, will be voted in by a SIMPLE majority, and ALL meetings may be voting meetings in the future so that the club can handle business more efficiently.  Thanks to everyone who took time to send in your ballots.  





I would also like to welcome and wish each new board member well during the upcoming year of service.  I am sure you will serve our club members well.





Farewell to all,





Lila Corey, outgoing President





From that very first ride on, Tony has been all I could have asked for: willing, able, cooperative, trusting and loving. To me, The Razz Man is not just another horse. I can easily see how special he really is when we share the peaceful feeling of true friendship on our lengthy trail rides, and even more so when he proudly struts around the show ring, and seems to know as well as I, that it is not about the ribbon, but about the unforgettable journey we made to get to that ribbon. After all the hard work we've put in, and all the pure joy we have gotten out of working together, I can honestly say that this has been my favorite experience with a Tennessee Walking Horse. He may have been a scruffy "Tony-Bony" at the start, but there was a twinkle in that horse's eye. 











